Declaration of [NAME]
In Support of His/Her/They Application for T Nonimmigrant Status

NOTES:
· This is a model for sex trafficking cases.
· This model uses a fake case. Your case may include far more detail than the fake example used here.

1. My name is [NAME]

2. I was born on [DOB], in [POB]

3. I currently live at [ADDRESS or SAFE ADDRESS] [If in Minnesota talk to AHR about the Safe at Home Program]

4. I speak [LANGUAGE]

I am the victim of trafficking. I was [recruited] [transported]  [harbored] [provided] [patronized] [solicited] and [obtained] by [person/company/group] using [fraud], [force], and [coercion], for the purposes of a commercial sex act. 

5. In June of 2017, Badperson reached out to me over Facebook offering a job in the United States. 

6. I knew Badperson from elementary school, so I was surprised when they reached out. I did not know what to think.

7. At the same time, it was very hard to get a job in Country, especially because I had a limited education. I thought this opportunity from Badperson was a great offer. I needed money to support my family, and the U.S. had so many opportunities.

8. In the initial message, Badperson said, “I have a job for you in Minnesota! I can arrange your travel and living situation. Please give me a call.”

9. When I called Badperson, they said that they had a good job opportunity, and I could support my family. All I had to do was say yes, and they would book a flight. Badperson never told me what the job was or how much it paid. I had no idea what to expect. 

10. I said “yes” right there; I was desperate, and it sounded like a good opportunity. I always wanted to come to the U.S. Badperson asked for some basic info and sent me plane tickets. 

11. Badperson also helped me apply for a B2 visa. Badperson helped me pay a fee and request a passport. I never had an interview before arriving in the U.S.

12. On July 2, 2017, I flew from Country to Minneapolis/Saint Paul. On the way, I had a layover in Dallas. 

13. Upon exiting the airport, Badperson picked me up and drove me to a house somewhere 30 minutes away from the airport in Minnesota. I sat in the backseat, and Badperson was silent the entire ride.

14. I still remember the first day I arrived at that house. The house was purple and had a large front porch. I remember feeling so excited at the opportunity to work in the U.S.

15. After we parked, Badperson showed me to my bedroom. Badperson said I could rest. I think I fell asleep for a long time after traveling. 

16. When I woke up, Badperson told me that I had to start working. I did not know what Badperson meant, but I agreed.

17. Soon after, a man entered my room with Badperson. Badperson told me to do what the man wanted. At first, I did not understand, but then it became clear that Badperson wanted me to have sex with the man.

18. Badperson told me that the man had paid him and that it was my job to have sex with him. When I refused, Badperson said that he could send me back to Country right away. He also had a gun on his waist and acted aggressively with lots of swearing.

19. I was in shock and did not know what to do. Badperson never acted like this before. I was suddenly extremely afraid due to Badperson’s threats and actions. Badperson was swearing at me and brandishing my gun. 

20. My dream quickly became a nightmare. I was so scared and trapped. I couldn’t say no or react. I didn’t know what to feel. I just complied.

21. That day, Badperson force me to have sex with two men. At the end of the day, Badperson gave me my “cut.” I got a $10 dollar bill and was told to “stay quiet.” From then on, he occasionally gave me $10 and told me to be grateful. 

22. Soon after, I met other women in the same position. We all felt trapped and did not know what to do. We did not feel safe voicing our concern because Badperson had weapons. He was also extremely vulgar and said that we could either work here or “rot” in our country. He threatened us and told us not to attempt leaving.

23. Badperson called me names like slut. He made me feel like I caused this to happen and everything was my fault.

24. Each day was the same. I woke up and Badperson ordered breakfast to the house. Then, I was expected to have sex with a “client.” Afterwards, I had lunch and then slept with another “client.” I then rested in the house and watched TV until it was time for bed.

25. Badperson made me do whatever the “client” wanted. He used to shout that they were paying me, and I had to comply. I did so many acts out of fear.

26. One time, about a week into living at the house, I refused Badperson’s orders. I said that I would not allow the “client” to do this with me, with my body. Badperson then grabbed me pushed me against the wall. He threatened to kill me if I did not do what he wanted. He said that I had nowhere to go and that the police would not care because I was working in the U.S. without authorization and doing illegal things.

27. I believed him when he said this. I felt terrible, like I was breaking the law. His words made me afraid to go outside or report what was happening. 

28. After about a month, I started making a plan to escape with one of the other people in the house. They had an aunt in the U.S., and they said that I could live there. 

29. I was so afraid, but I knew that I could not continue to live like this. Anywhere felt better.

30. After around five weeks, I fled the house with another individual being held. We made a plan to run away from the house…but, we did not know what would happen next.

31. One night, I waited until everything was quite and opened my bedroom window. I was so afraid that Badperson had security cameras or people watching; however, I just went for it.

32. I crept out under the cover of darkness and met the other individual in the woods. We then ran together for what seemed like thirty minutes until we came upon a gas station. 

33. At the gas station, we asked the cashier if we could use their phone. The cashier said yes, and my new friend was able to call her aunt to pick us up.

34. We’ve both remained with her aunt ever sense. I feel safe and well cared for with he aunt, but I’m still a bit terrified. I’m new to this country, and I’m afraid of ending up with Badperson again or him finding me. It took a long time for me to feel safe enough to go outside and even longer before I called a human rights organization. 

I am physically present in the United States on account of the trafficking.

35. [Insert answers to physical presence questions]

36. The questions are not an exhaustive list. Please ask any reasonable questions or follow up.

I have reported my trafficking situation to law enforcement and complied with all reasonable requests for assistance. 

37. With the assistance of my attorney, I reported my trafficking victimization to [AGENCY] on [DATE].

38. I provided all the information I have about my traffickers and what happened to me.

39. I offered my assistance with any investigation or prosecution.

40. I have never refused to comply with any request for assistance, and I remain willing to assist with any investigation or prosecution.

I will suffer extreme hardship if I am removed from the United States.

41. [Insert Extreme Hardship Questions]

I swear under the pain and penalty of perjury the foregoing has been read to me in [Language], a language in which I am fluent.
I declare the above statement is true and correct to the best of my memory and knowledge under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States.


____________________________________					___________________
[NAME]									[DATE]

Reminder: Wet Ink Signature
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